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DAUPHIN

A HISTORICAL WALKING TOUR
In the mood for a stroll? In the following pages you can learn a lot about the history of the
community and some of the wonderful historic architecture here. Included in the tour are the
seven bronze monuments that illustrate the foundations upon which Dauphin has developed.
An eighth bronze, Berry, is just for fun but represents Dauphin’s pristine and wild nature.
The black bears here in the Riding Mountain Biosphere Reserve are some of the largest in the
world! The walking tour map features some straightaways and spurs – pick your route, do it
all at once, or break it up!
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CNR STATION

101 FIRST AVE NORTH WEST

William Mackenzie and Donald Mann, founders of the Canadian Northern Railway, in 1912,
bestow upon dauphins cardinal location this strikingly handsome building. Only Union
Station in Winnipeg outranks Dauphins depot as the company's most important station
design in Manitoba; an indication of the prominence Dauphin had achieved as a divisional
point on the Canadian northern network. The CN Station, designated a heritage building
federally on December 6, 1996 and provincially on January 27, 1998, has had its exterior
restored to its former glory and now houses a variety of government and judicial offices
as well as the Dauphin Rail Museum.
1
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LILLY BLOCK

11-13 FIRST AVE SOUTH WEST

Looking directly south to First Avenue from the CNR Station Park is the Lilly Block, two
buildings of different dates joined together by a common wall. The older of the two sections
Is No.11, a wood frame building which is believed to have been built around 1892 in the old
settlement of Gartmore and was moved here into Dauphin in 1896 upon the arrival of the
railway.

2
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CN PARK - OPTIMISM
FIRST AVE NORTH WEST

This monument symbolizes the optimism held by the Ukrainian immigrants who settled
Western Canada and the Dauphin region. The first group ended the final leg of their long
journey, landing here, at the Canadian Northern Railway Station. With little more than
basic provisions, these trailblazers braved the extreme Canadian climate, building homes,
farms and communities, creating new lives in a new world. It was the relentless positive
spirit embodied in these settlers and their descendants that built this great nation. “Young
Pioneers” was originally sculpted by John Weaver of the Smithsonian Institute and cast at
Studio West in Cochrane, Alberta.
3
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DR. VERNON L. WATSON ARTS CENTRE
104 FIRST AVE NORTH WEST

The Watson Arts Centre originally housed the Town Hall. The citizens of Dauphin
called upon local architect Stuart Geekie, a Dauphin pioneer, first reeve of the surrounding Rural Municipality, manager of a lumber firm, and a building contractor. Geekie
crammed a startling variety of functions within these solid brick walls: council chambers,
general office, engineer’s department, reading room, police headquarters and jail. He even
managed to lodge the fire department along the First Street North West side, complete with
bays for the firefighting apparatus and bedrooms for the firefighters.
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CN PARK - COURAGE
FIRST ST NORTH WEST

William Barker was born in Dauphin, Manitoba, still a part of the Canadian frontier, in 1894,
two years prior to the arrival of the railway. Raised amidst the stock bravery of pioneers who
faced innumerable hardships, Barker became a fearless cavalry rider and superb rifle shot.
William “Billy” Barker, with his 50 air victories, became Canada’s most decorated serviceman and the British Empire’s most decorated airman ever. He received the Victoria Cross,
the Distinguished Service Order and Bar, the Military Cross and two Bars, two Italian Silver
Medals for Military Valour and the French Croix de Guerre.
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FORMER POST OFFICE
21 SECOND AVE NORTH WEST

Dauphin’s former post office was built in 1908, marked above in stone. The responsibility of its design lay with Joseph Greenfield, the architect and superintendent of Dominion
Public Works in Winnipeg. The left-hand entrance originally served to spirit the visitor up
the staircase to the Land Titles and Customs offices and, then higher, into the caretaker’s
suite. In 1985-86 improvements were made to the building’s facade through the Main Street
Manitoba Program.
In 2001, the Civic Offices moved to a new location on Main Street South. The former Post
Office building was sold to a private owner.
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CLARK BLOCK

126 MAIN STREET NORTH

On the site of the old Leland Hotel, Joseph Clarke raised this business block in 1917. The
war-time date and the proprietor’s name, missing the final letter, are prominently inserted
within the roof line pediment of the galvanized iron cornice which rings the building. The
Bank of Montreal has always been the premises’ principal occupant, helping to maintain
that tradition that created this “Bankers Corner”.
The Bank of Montreal, built a new building next door to the Ramsey-Wright Building and
moved in, leaving the Clark Block available to accommodate several smaller businesses.
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CANADIAN IMPERIAL BANK OF COMMERCE
122 MAIN STREET NORTH

The 1909-10 Dauphin branch of the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce was designed to
evoke the image of a temple dedicated to commerce. Through the oversized entrance with
its monumental stone surround, the customer today enters what was originally the banking
hall. The four-bedroom apartment on the second-floor was originally the manager’s
private suite.
The architect at the Bank’s head office in Toronto was undoubtedly responsible for the
design of this building. J.H. Bossons acted as the supervising architect. He later came to
design Dauphin’s other classically fronted building, the Dauphin Court House.
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GREENING’S GARAGE
38 FIRST AVE NORTH EAST

Every principal corner of Greening’s Garage curves. This is Dauphin’s finest example of
an Art Moderne style business premise. Built in 1936 at the height of the fashion for
architecture, it exuded all the flair of machine-age technology. The automobile, of course,
was every man’s affordable machine. The automobile of the mid-1930s was a sleek beast of
sinuous fenders and hoods; Greening’s garage was the sleek building in which to have it
repaired. Two garage doors stretch either side of the theatrical office front - an office
which boasted an impressive billboard sign that extended above the flat roof.
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MACKENZIE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
212 FIRST STREET NORTH EAST

A fire in December 1926 left the old Mackenzie School in ruins, forcing teachers to give
their lessons within makeshift classrooms in the Legion Hall, Burrows Block, and the Ramsey-Wright and Court House buildings. The Dauphin School Board lost little time in hiring
Colonel J.N. Semmens to design a fireproof replacement.
The design bears a striking resemblance to Daniel McIntyre Collegiate in Winnipeg.
The then-popular style recalled the university buildings of Oxford and Cambridge and
the architect gave his brick school in Dauphin the similarly distinctive touches of the
Gothic.
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38 FIFTH AVE NORTH EAST

The house was built in 1920 by Alexander Katz, a solicitor. Upon Mr. Katz’s demise in the
late 1940’s, the house eventually passed into the possession of Ab Gowanlock, the athlete
who brought sporting glory to Dauphin when he skipped a local team to win the Dominion
Curling Championship in 1953.
This is a unique house for Dauphin. Noticeably at variance to this rough of the exterior
walls is the delicate little wooden balcony springing from above the front comer entrance;
an entrance that is strategically angled to catch the intersection of Fifth Avenue North East
and First Street North East, perfect for observing passers-by.
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PUBLIC LIBRARY - CURIOSITY
504 MAIN STREET NORTH

This monument symbolizes curiosity — the fundamental quality that propels exploration,
investigation, and learning throughout a human life. As an institution, the Dauphin Public
Library is a catalyst for inquiry and creativity for our citizens of any age. A public library
is the public expression of our community’s commitment to literacy. The promotion of
literacy is a long-standing goal of the Dauphin Rotary Club, a proud sponsor of this
monument, which recognizes the club’s ongoing pledge to serve our community.
“Children Reading” was sculpted and cast at Studio West in Cochrane, Alberta.
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10 515 MAIN STREET NORTH

On the massive railway tie that serves as the main beam within this elegant villa, A.H.F.
Stelck penciled his name and the date 1905, the year he had the house erected. Mr. Stelck
was obviously delighted in having raised one of Dauphin’s finest residences in the little less
than seven years he had been running the town’s major hardware business.
The billowing verandah transforms this otherwise uncomplicated house into the complex.
It is a two-storey square structure, with solid brick walls standing upon a sound
foundation of fieldstone blocks that are 60 centimeters thick.
13
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703 MAIN STREET NORTH

William Edgar built for himself in 1899, a simple T-shape dwelling. As Mr. Edgar’s furniture
business grew so did his house, as can be seen with the many additions to this striking
structure.
In 1908, two years after building his new business block, William Edgar more than doubled
the size of his residence. In later years this house became known as the Stevenson
Home, the residence of R.M. Stevenson, Principal of the Dauphin Normal School.
Dahlgren’s Music Studio and the town’s first kindergarten centre were located here
before kindergarten classes became part of the Dauphin school system.
14

12 DAUPHIN’S COURT HOUSE
114 RIVER AVE WEST

At the end of Main Street rises the Dauphin Court House Building designed by local architect J.H. Bossons. In 1916 Dauphin became the centre of the surrounding judicial district.
In appearance, the building is very much in the neo-classical style, popular for
courthouses across Canada during the period around WW1. In 1984, a particularly sympathetic two-storey addition to the east wing of the building was erected by the province.
In 1917, inmates began to plant and harvest produce from gardens situated to the rear
of the house. Today, the enlarged gardens, encircled by mature hedges with two rows of
tall overhanging trees on the east side, create a lush landmark at one of the city's
busiest intersections.
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13 722 MAIN STREET NORTH

The Italianate style of this 1905 house was somewhat old-fashioned for its time. Outdated or not, this was nevertheless a well crafted building and, along with its identical
twin at 704 Main Street North, features some of the finest domestic brickwork in
Dauphin. Most noticeable are the characteristic highlights of the Italianate style: the
hooded crowns above the segmental-arched windows which give the openings the
impression of being covered in brick awnings; and emphasizing the corners of the
building, well defined quoins.
This was the boyhood home George Eric Tritschler who rose to become Chief Justice
of the Manitoba Court of Queen’s Bench.
16

14 308 RIVER AVE WEST

Although labour and materials were costly in 1922, Dauphin lawyer, James
Bowman, managed to build the town's most expensive residence! The result was an
incredibly handsome building, two-and-a-half-storeys high, you can see the
dormers of the servants chambers poking out of the gabled roof. The interior of this
building does not disappoint, with solid oak used throughout including a coffered
ceiling in the main dining room. Though the interior design made for a dark
richness, the windows along the exterior, wrapping around sunrooms, made for
much bright light flooding into the home.
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15 33 SEVENTH AVE NORTH WEST

On a corner lot stands the house of commonly known as the Macneill Residence. Built
in 1915, he is reputed to have personally inspected every part of the build.
The interior incorporates oak floors, wood paneling, and a beautiful fireplace.
His eye for detail was reflected in the craftsmanship of the home and exceeding
detail in finishings, including the many stained glass windows and insets.
Henry Macneill was a prominent pioneer in the Dauphin area, farming in the district
before set-tling in town to practice law in 1908. Amongst Mr. Macneill’s many active
pursuits, his work for the Manitoba Education Association earned him the greatest esteem.
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16 38 FIFTH AVE NORTH WEST

This house was commissioned in 1919 from Herbert J. Payton, an architect recently
arrived from Saskatoon. His patron was William John Houston, who was to reside here for
more than 35 years. The exterior design is a riot of architectural forms executed in wood.
The front facade of the house is divided into two distinctive sections, right and left. The roof
line, which ends in a gentle peak, breaks out around the side into a full crenelation.
Payton has played a most sophisticated architectural game in designing this house by
stressing the contrasts of light and dark - almost every element is trimmed in black against
a white back-ground.
19

17 36 FIFTH AVE NORTH WEST

The builders who constructed the Dauphin railway station in 1912, were also responsible
for this house of the same year. To carry affinities one step further, both house and station
are composed of the red brick and trimmed in limestone. This a very simple, two-storey
building, arranged within a square plan. Only the undulating peaks of the gables produce a
rhythmic variation. The entrance porch, which also breaks the uniformity of the facade, is
a 1937 addition.
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18 14 FIFTH AVE NORTH WEST

Built in 1908 for Duncan and Agnes McDonald, this two-storey square plan house
commands a large corner lot. Separating its dark shingled upper storey from the
horizontally sided storey below, is a wooden cornice. Aligned directly above each of
the windows is a pair of Italian Villa inspired corbelled brackets, supports for the
wide eaves above. Added on to the otherwise cubic form of the house is the rear
servant wing, a side bay window and the front veranda. The shingled veranda
comprises an almost continuous band of windows including its offset doorway
framed by narrow sidelights.
21
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ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
309 MAIN STREET NORTH

With the close of the First World War in 1918, the returned comrades of Dauphin’s Great
War Veterans Association had called upon local architect, Herbert Payton, to design a
home for veterans. However, a new architect, H. Sprenger, came up with the plans for
the present brick building. The veterans were to use the remaining section of the main
floor and the basement. The hall serving for many years as an armoury, and with the
offices housing the town library between 1949 and 1958.
Volunteers donated many of the building materials and much of their labour during the
summer of 1921 to raise their clubhouse.
22

20 RAMSEY-WRIGHT BUILDING
304 MAIN STREET NORTH

“One is thrilled by the epicurean grandeur,’ enthused a reporter from the Dauphin
Herald in describing the opening of the new Ramsey-Wright Department Store in
March 1921. This building was of a new type and style for Dauphin. In place of the usual
“behind-the-counter” service, large plate glass windows and, almost warehouse interior spaces permitted the customer the luxury of a leisurely shopping expedition. This
transformation had been made possible through the innovation of employing reinforced
concrete pillars and beams to span broad expanses. Instead of the sandy tones of the preWar buildings, Dauphin’s new store received the deep red brick popular in the 1920’s, a
better background for highlighting the clean linear qualities.
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EDGAR BLOCK

215 MAIN STREET NORTH

The Edgar Block is contemporary with its large neighbour the Malcolm Block, having been
built in 1906 by William Edgar for his furniture business. The Edgar Block is exciting because it retains much of its turn-of-the-century appearance.
On the Main Street front, the windows were originally arranged in a symmetrical order. The
patterned brick parapet has not changed and still sports the circular date stone at its centre
and terra cotta caps at either corner.
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22 MALCOLM BLOCK

209-213 MAIN STREET NORTH

Between the centre two windows on the second storey rests an ornately carved date-stone,
which records the building’s name, the Malcolm Block, and the date of construction, 1906,
the year Thomas Malcolm proudly opened his drugstore on the main floor. A fire In January
1913 destroyed much of the building’s interior. Of the facade that survived, only the top two
storeys remain, in their original form. Although on the whole plainly treated, the upper row
of semi-circular arched windows, drawn together by the decorative belt of corbelled bricks,
lend the building much dignity.
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23 22 THIRD AVE NORTH WEST

Dr. Ernest Bottomley had just completed setting up his medical practice in his new home,
when the 1899 typhoid fever epidemic hit Dauphin. The house suddenly became a hospital.
So painfully obvious was it that the town lacked proper facilities to cope with such medical
disasters that local citizens rallied around in having a hospital building raised by 1901.
To this otherwise simple house there are some complexities: truncated or hipped gable
ends, a dormer window and a pair of boxed bay windows between which has been sandwiched a patterned shingled roof.
26

24 109 THIRD AVE NORTH WEST

Standing picturesquely next to Vermillion Park is this ca. 1900 one-and-a-half storey
house. Though restrained in decoration and colour scheme, its charming English
cottage quality shines through. A shed roof entrance fills a central position to hold the
crossing gabled forms together in one compact composition. Characteristic of this type of
planning is the location of the large tripartite window, overlooking the park.
For many years, the house was home for Gertrude Wright, Dauphin’s first milliner
(maker of women's hats), whose business was located in the Ramsey-Wright Building.
27
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NW PARK ENTRANCE - COOPERATION
THIRD AVE NORTH WEST PARK ENTRANCE

The City of Dauphin is a community that exemplifies the essence of cooperation. The result of working together is evident in physical form in Dauphin, from the development of
outstanding venues to the popularity of long-running events. Teamwork is the philosophy
behind many local organizations and continues to be a cornerstone for business, government, and individuals, with the intention of creating a better place and better people. This
coming together of minds has inspired in us a higher moral principle, one that sees dreams
to fruition and moves mountains, stone by stone. This monument is dedicated to the late
Mayor, Eric Irwin, a man who embodied the spirit of cooperation and stood alongside
fellow citizens to accomplish the seemingly impossible.
28
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SPLASH PARK- BERRY
SECOND AVE NORTH WEST

Not an official part of the series, but a lovable addition to Vermillion Park, is “Berry” the
bronze bear, located at the entrance to the splash pad and playground area. Be sure to stop
by when you visit beautiful Vermillion.
Manitoba has a healthy population of black bears, Riding Mountain National park being
one of the areas with greatest populations, with numbers estimated at 2530,000 bears. Further, the black bears in this region are the biggest in the world!
These bears are good swimmers, quick on land, and climb trees very easily.
29

VERMILLION RIVER WALKING TRAIL
214 SECOND AVE NORTH WEST

Outdoor enthusiasts can explore the Vermillion River Walking Trail throughout the four
seasons. Walking, running and cycling during the summer months will transform
into cross-country skiing, snow shoeing and skating during the winter season. One of
the most visible wetland environments to view ducklings is Vermillion Park, a l s o a
municipal campground. Deemed by many as the “Dead River”, this wetland habitat offers
tremendous opportunity to view wildlife. The 3.0 km groomed trail winds its way
amongst unique flora and fauna making the experience truly enjoyable.
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CENOTAPH

MEMORIAL BOULEVARD

On June 24, 1924, the Dauphin Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion, with the assistance
of Lieutenant-Governor Sir J.A.M. Aikins and Premier John Bracken, dedicated a
cenotaph to the fallen soldiers of World War I. It was rededicated in 1947 with names of
those who died in World War II. A life size figure of “Miss Canada” mourning her dead
heroes is sculptured out of white marble and stands on a pylon of Tyndall limestone. The
statue was carved by Italian sculptor, Signor Rumbolio and monument was erected by
Guinn and Simpson of Portage la Prairie. Originally located in the middle of First Street,
the Cenotaph was moved in 1967 to Memorial Boulevard, adjacent Dauphin's City Hall.
31
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CITY HALL- PERSEVERANCE
100 MAIN STREET SOUTH

This sculpture is dedicated to the Ukrainian pioneer women whose legacy is embedded in
Canadian culture from sea to sea. Their strong faith and family life along with a rich heritage
and culture, brought with them from Ukraine, have contributed deeply to Canadian
society today. These brave pioneer women toiled endlessly in order to mold a lasting bond
of family and community life through the use of resources gathered from the land. This
beautiful sculpture allows us to reflect on their perseverance and the gift they left for us
all, which echoes into present-day quality of life in Canada.
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LAND TITLES BUILDING
308 MAIN STREET SOUTH

For Dauphin’s Land Titles Building of 1912, provincial architect, Victor Norwood,
designed an elegant Neo-classical box. Although one storey in height, the red brick
structure is nonetheless raised high on a foundation of fieldstone blocks. The lines are
strong and crisp. Even the entrance, upon which the decorative emphasis is most
noticeable, is coolly reserved. A flight of stairs rises to a pair of thin pilasters.
The interior uses a liberal amount of wood for doors, baseboards and stairs, combined
with the rippling pressed-tin ceiling, lends the office the very charming feeling of stepping
into an efficient office from a bygone decade.
33
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ST. PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH & RECTORY
404 & 410 FIRST ST SOUTH

St. Paul’s was the fourth Anglican Church building raised in the Dauphin area. In contrast
to this humble architectural beginning, the present Church, which was erected in 1913,
presents a bold and prosperous appearance. J.H. Bossons, architect of the Dauphin Court
House Building, chose to design the Church in the favoured Gothic Revival Style. All principal windows meet in a pointed arch, which in this case, are hooded by surrounds made of
concrete, a material used not only as decorative window heads and sills, but also one that
has been moulded into foundation blocks. The interior, dominated by a beautiful oak
hammer-beam ceiling, narrows at the west end to form, through the wide arch, the
customary divided chancel housing choir and altar.
34

28 112 FOURTH AVE SOUTH WEST

The veranda of this wooden house is the same as its neighbour across the street at No. 113.
Likewise the same decorative trim embellishes the pediment, which greets visitors as they
approach the front door. This sense of playfulness continues up into the gable end where a
small cornice separates the horizontal wood siding from the wavy motions of the apex shingles. Moreover, an elaborate barge board, with cut-out patterns and a hanging dart at the
peak, edges the whole of the front roof ridge. The house, built in 1904 by Arthur J. Hunt, a
decorator, was the first residence on 4th Avenue South West. At the time, nothing but bush
and trees separated it from the Vermillion River to the west.
35

29 113 FOURTH AVE SOUTH WEST

“Share and share alike” must have been the motto of Wallace Weir, a CNR Equipment
Inspector. Around 1904 he built this and the three adjacent houses at No’s. 105, 109 and
117 for his four sons. All the dwellings were similar in style, varying from one another only
in detail and, ever so slightly, in plan. Over the years, several of these fraternal houses have
been altered, but there is no difficulty in spotting the architectural kinship.
No. 113 is one of the best preserved. Its walls are constructed of concrete block, and rise
to support a flat-topped pyramidal roof. On this house the verandah is open, while its
concrete twin extends an enclosed version with decorative shingles.
36

30 401 THIRD STREET SOUTH WEST
In 1920, Dauphin lawyer Frank E. Simpson was appointed a King’s Counsel; the same year
he built this massive residence for himself. Frank Simpson, who went on to become county
court judge for the Northern Judicial District of Manitoba, resided here for 17 years. The
house was converted to a funeral home. Later in the century and for more than 30 years,
this solid red brick house served the as the Student Nurses’ Residence for the nearby
Dauphin General Hospital, and has seen been purchased as private residential.
Although the interior has been much altered, and the creaky old porch modernized, the
house still retains many of its fine features.
37
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FORT DAUPHIN MUSEUM
140 JACKSON STREET

The Fort includes a blockhouse, blacksmith shop, trading post, pioneer house, church,
and, school, and exhibits from the fur trade and pioneer era. Also, the Parkland Archaeological Laboratory is open to the public, including "Chris the Croc", a 90 million year old
marine fossil! Established in 1985, the laboratory is the first such facility of its kind in
Manitoba. Located near the entrance to the museum is a plaque dedicated to Peter Fidler,
a surveyor, cartographer, trader, scholar, and naturalist with the Hudson’s Bay Company.
Fidler was responsible for mapping much of the Canadian West and Northwest and easing
the hardships of the Selkirk settlers.
38
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GARTMORE PARK- FIRST FARM “VISION”
SIXTH AVE SOUTH WEST & MAIN STREET

The First Farm Pioneer statue represents the farmers who planted the first crops in the area
and continue to carry on the tradition of the farming family today. In recognition of John
Edwards, the first recorded name to have wintered over with his family in the Dauphin valley, the statue represents the farmer as visionary, businessman, pioneer and settler of the
region.
The unique design of this sculpture represents the farmer taking shape "of the
earth". Created by Charlie Johnston of C5 Artworks in Winnipeg, Manitoba.
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32 202 EIGHTH AVE SOUTH WEST

This home dates from the First World War years. It is one of the most substantial houses
in the neighbourhood, a full two and one half storey wood frame building enclosed on side
and rear by sloping roof additions. The south front is an especially pleasing mixture of elements with its transom lights, an entrance door overhang suspended by overhang brackets,
and a gable end speckled with decorative shingles.
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33 138 EIGHTH AVE SOUTH WEST

Across Second Street South West sits this house built in 1921. Typical of the majority of
houses in Dauphin from period, it is a building of uncomplicated form relying upon few
simple decorative elements to embolden its character. Thus, a two-storey rectangle is
enlivened in this case by a enclosed verandah that has been placed upon a flared bi A low
skirting of shingles finds a rhythmically flowing reflection up in the gable end. Even a dab
of fretwork remains at the corner of the gable eave.

41

34 132 EIGHTH AVE SOUTH WEST

A much more modern form of house style is exhibited by this home, which surprisingly,
dates from 1912. The vertical form of its contemporary neighbours has been erased and
replaced by a low, stretched, horizontal silhouette.
The breadth of the building has been underscored by a shallow pitch roof and by a line of
windows, which run across the front of the verandah.
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35 120 EIGHTH AVE SOUTH WEST

This home is another example of the low-slung bungalow type. This is not assertive
housing, but reflects rather the quiet aspirations of an almost rural outlook. The adjacent
gardens and yards are large and well landscaped, and sizable windows allow plenty of
sunlight to flood within.
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36 108 EIGHTH AVE SOUTH WEST

Widely spaced single windows dot the exterior of this building, a square plan house topped
by a pyramidal roof. Only the front dormer breaks the compressed outline of the plan. This
house was built in 1924 by Michael Magalos, one of Dauphin’s early residents. His wife,
Eudokia, served for many years, as the custodian of the Ukrainian People’s Home next door.
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37 17 EIGHTH AVE SOUTH WEST

Dating from 1900, this home is one of the earliest in the neighbourhood. Now covered in
modern siding, this wood frame building is still the comfortable home it was when Dauphin
was only a few years old.

45
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ST. GEORGE’S UKRAINIAN GREEK
ORTHODOX CHURCH
804 MAIN ST SOUTH

At St. George’s, the wondrous artistry of the Ukrainian heritage can be seen to be thriving
in Dauphin. The congregation of St. George’s, organized in 1927, built their first church
in 1933. However, a growing Ukrainian Greek Orthodox population necessitated the construction of the present building beginning in 1958. Local contractor Freiheit Construction
shaped the brick walls to conform to the customary cruciform plan. The interior is beautiful as
colour and light dominate. Overhead, a crystal chandelier sparkles from beneath the pale blue
and gold starred background of the great crossing dome. At the front spans the iconostas, the
ornate icon screen carved and painted by Kostas Papadikas of Minneapolis.
46
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ST. PAUL’S HOME - COMPASSION
703 JACKSON STREET

This monument symbolizes the COMPASSION that the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate embodied as they were missioned to Canada in 1902 and to Dauphin in 1928. Their
Foundress, Sister Josaphata Michaeline Hordoshewsky, wanted her Sisters “to be a living
compassionate light” to the poor people of Ukraine (from where they originated) and to
the people of the various continents where they would be sent. The Sisters were the first
Eastern Catholic congregation missioned to serve in Canada.
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39

UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC
CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION
FIRST ST SOUTH WEST

This church expresses the quintessence of the Ukrainian Canadian religious identity; the architectural image which links the faith of the past with the faith of the present. The Church of
the Resurrection is amongst the finest of the designs produced by the Very Reverend Philip
Ruh, a seminal figure for Ukrainian Catholic architecture in the Canadian West. It was built
between 1936 - 39, with volunteer efforts by the parish congregation during the pastorate of
Father Andrew Roborecki, who later became the Bishop of Saskatchewan. Like every church
by Father Ruh, it is a riot of form and colour, as the church follows the cruciform layout. With
every extending arm blossoming a cupolated dome, the church has grown more beautiful as the
years have passed. In 1957 the interior was exquisitely painted by Theodore Baran of Saskatoon.
48

The history of human shelter in the Dauphin area began almost 10,000 years ago, when the
earliest people arrived after the last Ice Age glaciers had melted and glacial Lake Agassiz
had drained away. Until the appearance of the European traders and explorers in the eighteenth century, the area was occupied by four hundred generations of hunters and gatherers
whose seasonal movements were attuned to the availability of various plants and animals.
Their history is a testimony to human adaptation and innovation. For example, over 5000
years ago they learned the secret of how to fashion finely - wrought tools of copper, making them among the earliest metallurgists in the world. By the beginning of the Christian
Era, the introduction of the bow and arrow revolutionized hunting. Another innovation was
the”pound”- sort of corral or trap into which large numbers of bison were stampeded and
killed. The need for mobility had a direct bearing on most aspects of the lives of these people; it was necessary to be in the right place at the right time to harvest various wild plants
as well as to intercept the migratory bison that formed the basis of their livelihood. The tipi
- a conical wooden frame covered with hides - provided them with a durable shelter, which
could be easily transported.

49
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When Europeans first arrived in the Dauphin district, they found it to be occupied by Assiniboine and Cree. Scattered bands of people followed a fairly regular seasonal cycle that
often brought them into contact with one another. This was especially true in the winter
when both bison and people sought shelter in wooded valleys and forest edges, where firewood was readily at hand. In spring, after the choking river ice had melted, large numbers
of people congregated near the mouth of the rivers and fished. During summer, villages
were in an almost constant state of movement, accompanying the parties of hunters that
roamed the open grasslands to the south and west in pursuit of bison. In autumn, whole
communities undertook the annual trek to the south - to the villages along the Missouri River where the proceeds of the hunt and European trade goods could be exchanged for corn.
Those who remained behind took advantage of the fall fish spawning runs up the streams
and rivers.
The considerable mobility of the local Native populations throughout the past resulted in
their having left behind no standing buildings or structures of traditional design. The tipi
was not intended to be a permanent edifice, and the materials of which it was made were perishable. The “foundations”of the tipis - circles of rocks that held down the edges - are easily
disturbed and scattered by cultivation practices. This has no doubt been many such features
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in the Dauphin area, which has been intensively cultivated over the past century.
The first known European to enter the Dauphin area and to leave a recorded impression
was Louis-Joseph (“Le Chevalier”) son of Pierre Gaultier de La Verendrye, the French explorer. In the course of looking for a route to the Western Sea, Louis-Joseph established
a fort at the mouth of the Valley River at Lake Dauphin in 1741. The post was named Fort
Dauphin, in honour of the eldest son of the King of France. But it was to be another century
and a half before permanent settlement began in the area.
During the early 1880s, the first settlers arrived from Gladstone and established two small
communities: Gartmore, approximately two miles southwest of the present city; and (Old)
Dauphin, about two miles northeast of the city. These were subsistence colonies, biding
their time until the arrival of that great lifeline, the railway.
The Dauphin region is a rich land of rolling grassland interwoven with vast tracts of forest.
Recognizing the great agricultural and timbering wealth of the area, the Minister of the Interior in the mid - 1890s, Sir Clifford Sifton, pressed for the area to be opened to immigration. Sir Clifford’s great developmental allies were to be WIlliam Mackenzie and Donald
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Mann, who, in 1896, brought a line of their Lake Manitoba Railway and canal Company
(in 1899 re-christened the Canadian Northern) into the district. Surveyors preceded the
approach of the track layers and mapped out the present city of Dauphin. They meticulously
subdivided the one square mile section into a gridiron pattern of streets with the railway
tracks crossing through the core of the plan.
The new village, named Dauphin, was sited at a midway point between Gartmore and Old
Dauphin. Residents of these settlements, knowing that the railway brought with it the
chance of entrepreneurial success, moved their buildings - lock, stock and barrel - to the
streets close to the new, little frame railway station, and the nearby grain elevator. On December 9, 1896, just two months after wooden buildings had begun to appear along the
muddy Dauphin streets, and only one week before the arrival of the first passenger train,
the Dauphin Pioneer Press proudly wrote:”The plain, unvarnished tale of progress made
in converting a level stubble field into a town with several blocks of buildings closely built,
would rival the Arabian Nights, and would hardly be more credible to a stranger.”
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Principally, two types of immigrants descended onto the Dauphin train platform during the
first years of the town’s growth. The overwhelming majority were from Ontario and other areas of Eastern Canada and came with backgrounds steeped in British tradition. Many
immigrants from the British Isles also settled in Dauphin. On the whole, these pioneers
were to be the early Dauphinites who dominated the political, economic and cultural life
of the town for the next quarter century. The other group traveled a much greater distance
to claim their new homes. They were Ukrainians, and mainly settled outside of the town,
on the surrounding farmlands and in the wooded areas near the Duck Mountains, which
reminded them of their native Carpathian Mountains.
Dauphin blossomed. By November 21, 1901, the date Dauphin was incorporated as a town,
the population stood at just over 1000 citizens. By now, the wooden commercial buildings
along Main Street had begun to disappear in the wake of the more prosperous looking brick
edifices. The first of these, the Burrows Block, had just begun to rise upon its foundations
in 1899 when work came to a halt. The town had been hit by a scarcity of building materials.
A disastrous prairie fire had swept a large area of the district around Dauphin, destroying
crops, possessions and buildings, and thus placing a great demand on construction supplies.
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The situation soon righted itself, and Dauphin’s building boom continued well on into the
years of the First World War. Houses were always in short supply in this period, even though
the residential districts continued to spread outwards. Dauphin’s larger government and
public buildings also sprang into prominence during these first decades of growth. On First
Avenue N.W., the first Town Hall burned on New Year’s Day, 1904, to be replaced by a
Romanesque Revival style building of great character, which today serves as the Dr. Vernon
L. Watson Arts Centre. The provincial government gave the town a Neo-classical jewel in
the form of the Land Titles Office (1911-12). The Dauphin Court House Building (1916),
the climax of magisterial presence, conferred an appropriately imposing visual terminus
upon Main Street. The Canadian Northern Railway, always a dominant player in the town’s
history, had established Dauphin as a divisional point on its circuit and constructed one of
the province’s finest stations (1912).
That so many early buildings in Dauphin exhibit such fine qualities of design, craftsmanship, and materials, is directly linked to the excellence of the town’s first architects and
builders. Stuart Geekie, architect of several local churches and the Town Hall, was of the
first. An architectural rivalry, however, soon developed with the arrival of J.H. Bossons, who
flooded the town with dozens of fine houses and such important commissions as the Court
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House Building and the Bank of Commerce Building (1909-10), two excellent Classical set
pieces. Herbert Payton, from Ontario, proved to be an architect of eccentrically complex
designs, as illustrated most wonderfully with his house of 1919 for William Houston at 38
Fifth Avenue, N.W.
The Ukrainian influence in Dauphin became stronger after the First World War. Many
Ukrainian people found employment with the railway and local public utilities. The years
since World War II have seen the area’s early Ukrainian pioneers retire to Dauphin from
the farms they worked up from scratch. As well, increased educational and business opportunities made residing in Dauphin appealing, thus encouraging a more active role in
community affairs. Ukrainian Canadians have always possessed a strong sense of cultural
identity, and this has been no more clearly expressed than in their architecture. Dauphin
is most fortunate in having several very fine Ukrainian churches. St. George’s Ukrainian
Greek Orthodox Church (1958-61) and the Ukrainian Catholic Church of the Resurrection
(1936-39), are both beautiful modern additions to the town. More recent is the development
of Selo Ukraina, a cultural centre unique to North America. The 58 hectare site is the permanent home of Canada’s National Ukrainian Festival and a centre for Ukrainian heritage
preservation and cultural development.
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JOHN EDWARDS
On June 5, 1883, a group of men led by Tom Whitmore set out from Gladstone to an area
located north of the Riding Mountain escarpment, which promised rich dark soil and ample
rainfall to grow crops. Included in the group of men was John Edwards.
After crossing the mouth of the Ochre River, they reached another creek that so attracted John Edwards that he took his small
plough and broke enough land to plant a plot of potatoes. The
creek became known as Edwards Creek and Mr. Edwards
became the first man to plant a crop in the Dauphin area.
He headed back to Gladstone with the rest of the party on
June 18, 1883. In that fall he returned to this area with his
family and remained here as the first settler in the Dauphin
country.
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THEODORE BURROWS
The early years in Dauphin were marked, in political sense, by
the person of Theodore Burrows. It was Burrows who represented Dauphin in the provincial legislature from 1892
to 1903. Burrows came to the area early in its history as a
surveyor’s helper, before any permanent settlement had
occurred. He later was responsible for supervising the
construction of the only two roads leading in to the area
and he had joined himself to the early community by establishing himself in the lumbering business.
Other contributions to the business of Dauphin included Burrows being part of a syndicate which purchased The
Dauphin Pioneer Press in 1897 (the newspaper then became
The Dauphin Press) and in 1901 the opening of the Burrows Block
which was constructed at Gartmore Road and Burrows Avenue.
On October 25, 1926 Theodore Burrows was appointed Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba.
He served until his death on January 25, 1929.
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WWI FIGHTER PILOT LIEUTENANTCOLONEL WILLIAM GEORGE BARKER
High on the roster of Britain’s World War I aces is Lt. Col. Barker of Dauphin. A Veteran
of 53 missions, he was a Canadian of extraordinary courage and flying ability. A total of 50
victories places him seventh on this historic record. His first flying experience was in the role of a gunner-observer. On October 27, 1918
he singlehandedly fought sixty German aircraft and, despite terrible wounds, brought down four enemy planes and damaged
two more. Lt.-Col. Barker survived to receive the Victoria
Cross - the highest award fir valour the British Empire can
bestow, Other medals awarded to him during the war were:
the Distinguished Service Order and bar, Military Cross
and two bars, Croix de Guerre and Italy’s Valore Militaire.
Following the war, Barker helped found the Royal Canadian Air Force and later, with W.A. Bishop V.C., founded
one of our country’s first commercial air services. On March
12, 1930 at Uplands Airport, Ottawa, while testing a new aircraft, he crashed to his death, Barker died doing what he loved
to do most - flying.
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VERMILLION PARK TRAILS
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1. CNR STATION
2. LILLY BLOCK
3. DR. VERNON L. WATSON
ARTS CENTRE
4. FORMER POST OFFICE
5. CLARK BLOCK
6. CANADIAN IMPERIAL BANK
OF COMMERCE
7. GREENING’S GARAGE
8. MACKENZIE JUNIOR HIGH
9. 38 FIFTH AVE SW
10. 515 MAIN ST N
11. 703 MAIN ST N
12. DAUPHIN COURT HOUSE
13. 722 MAIN ST N
14. 308 RIVER AVE W
15. 33 SEVENTH AVE N

16. 38 FIFTH AVE NW
17. 36 FIFTH AVE NW
18. 14 FIFTH AVE NW
19. ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
20. RAMSEY- WRIGHT BUILDING
21. EDGAR BLOCK
22. MALCOLM BLOCK
23. 22 THIRD AVE NW
24. 109 THIRD AVE NW
25. CENOTAPH
26. LAND TITLES BUILDING
27. ST. PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
AND RECTORY
28. 112 FOURTH AVE SW
29. 113 FOURTH AVE SW
30. 401 THIRD ST SW
31. FORT DAUPHIN MUSEUM
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32. 202 EIGHTH AVE SW
33. 138 EIGHTH AVE SW
34. 132 EIGHTH AVE SW
35. 120 EIGHTH AVE SW
36. 108 EIGHTH AVE SW
37. 17 EIGHTH AVE SW
38. ST. GEORGE’S UKRAINIAN
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
39. UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
OF THE RESURRECTION
40. 38 TWELFTH AVE SW
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BRONZE STATUES
1. CN PARK: OPTIMISM
2. CN PARK: COURAGE
3. PUBLIC LIBRARY: CURIOSITY
4. NW PARK ENTRANCE: COOPERATION
5. SPLASH PARK: BERRY
6. CITY HALL: PERSEVERANCE
7. GARTMORE PARK: VISION
8. ST. PAUL’ S HOME: COMPASSION
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DAUPHIN

A HISTORICAL WALKING TOUR
In the mood for a stroll? In the following pages you can learn a lot about the history of the
community and some of the wonderful historic architecture here. Included in the tour are the
seven bronze monuments that illustrate the foundations upon which Dauphin has developed.
An eighth bronze, Berry, is just for fun but represents Dauphin’s pristine and wild nature.
The black bears here in the Riding Mountain Biosphere Reserve are some of the largest in the
world! The walking tour map features some straightaways and spurs – pick your route, do it
all at once, or break it up!

BRONZE STATUE LOCATIONS
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